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Secretary’s Annual Report

Unfortunately 2017 was not a successful year for us as 
far as Grants were concerned. We were unsuccessful 
with our Expression of Interest in the Regional 
Cultural Fund Grant for the replica Church although 
we were encouraged to try again this year. Likewise 
our applications for the Building Improvement 
Programme and the Community Heritage Grants were 
also unsuccessful.

We had been considering building a replica of the 
Dondingalong Methodist Church at our Museum site 
for some time and at the March General Meeting, it was 
resolved that we proceed with this providing suitable 
grant funding can be obtained for the bulk of the cost. 
We now have a quote for the replica and expect to lodge 
a Development Application very soon.

During the year we reprinted the Everson Families 
book with funds received from Everson family and so 
far it has been quite popular.

We held two very successful exhibitions in conjunction 
with the Slim Dusty Centre during the year. The Angus 
McNeil exhibition at the Slim Dusty Centre during 
February and March was very successful, as was the 
Here Comes the Bride exhibition held in October and 
November. I have had discussions with Julia Morrell re 
similar co-collaborations for this year.

In November our Garry Munday and Debbie Reynolds, 
together with the Kempsey Family History Group, were 
instrumental in the great success of the Centenary of 
Rail event at Kempsey Railway Station. Funds raised 
during this commemoration have gone towards a much 
needed new microfilm reader. Thanks to Debbie and 
Garry for all their hard work. 

Thanks to all our volunteers for their efforts and also to 
our patrons Liz, Geraldine and Terry for their support 
during the year.

Phil Lee
8 May 2018

A major acquisition for our Museum during January 
2017 was a collection of around eighty Aboriginal 
artefacts (stone tools) collected from around the 
Macleay region. The donor later returned with 
additional artefacts from the Hampden Hall area 
collected when he lived there around fifty years ago. 
Whilst interpretation and identification may take some 
time, most of the tools are labelled with their place 
of origin. We were also very privileged to have had 
donated the theodolite and tripod of Otto Herborn, the 
surveyor whose father, Ernest Herborn, first laid out the 
plans for Darkwater (now Gladstone) and Arakoon. 

We are grateful to Dr Peter Hatton for his donation of a 
compactus shelving unit which has replaced the battery 
of filing cabinets in the Records Room, providing easier 
access to our paper records.

We started selling merchandise from our Museum with 
Kempsey Museum-branded pens, tea towels and tote 
bags.

New installations included a display stand for our 
bricks, doors with branding marks by a Gladstone 
blacksmith fixed to the wall and the Belgrave Falls 
Border Police door reinstalled. Interpretive signage for 
these displays was prepared.

New displays during the year were Judy’s photographic 
exhibition commemorating the 100th anniversary of the 
charge of Beersheba and a display to accompany the 
Centenary of Rail events.

Phil Lee
8 May 2018

During the year of 2017, the Society received 162 
items of mail, being accounts, letters from researchers, 
correspondence from our numerous members who 
live out of the district, and Journals and Newsletters 
from other societies. These were attended to by 
the appropriate sections. The Society also received 
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Research Annual Report

Photography  Annual Report

During 2017 over 115 research requests were received 
and many more informal requests for information 
occurred where people simply walked in the door, 
asked a question and received an answer without a 
formal request being filled out. I estimate that overall 
we received over 500 requests during 2017.

The requests fell into three categories: Families, 
Locations and Topics. Sometimes requests overlap 
these categories especially as people seek to know more 
about where their family lived and worked in addition 
to who they were. Land and building information is 
more accessible online than in decades past. I imagine 
what people like Marie Neil would do with so much 
online information at her fingertips today.  

At other times a request for all the information held 
can be a little unrealistic. Within the MRHS archives 
some files of information are so big that they are held 
in standalone cupboards. A testimony for the people 
who generated the material and all those who have 
looked after it ever since. A special thanks to Desley 
for looking after the massive Kemp files, as she leaves 
the Kempsey area and MRHS, and moves south. All 
the best and we will miss you just as we miss others 
no longer taking care of the archives, such as Billy 
Crawford.

With the Macleay Argus available online now, through 
TROVE, the research requests are able to be more 
specific and seek information that goes back in time 
much further. This necessitates more research time to 
go through the archives. It has a wonderful outcome in 
most cases and people from near and far are seeing the 
benefits of their patience. Of course there are times the 
searching brings little results but the fact that searching 

2017 was another busy year for Photographics and a 
number of exciting collections were donated to the 
museum. It is great to see that we are in the thoughts of 
people wanting to hand on their special bits and pieces 
so that others can enjoy them. We probably all have 
things we think no one would be interested in but that’s 
not always the case. We often say to would-be donors, 
“please don’t throw anything out, let us throw it out 
- but only if we can’t use it in the museum” and it is 
amazing what arrives on our doorstep - even salvaged 
by vigilant townsfolk on our behalf.
1. Wendy (Harriott) Smith was looking for a home 

for a beautiful bridesmaid’s frock worn by one 
of the Gamack girls at her sister’s wedding in the 
1950’s. A casual query for a photograph to go with 
the frock brought forth a remarkable collection of 
approximately 500 family photographs and stories.

2. The Gannell Collection followed soon after and that 
too is a look at local families as they were.

3. Then Ian Hodgson called in and asked if we would 
like some Hodgson family photographs and when 
we said ‘yes’, spent some time downloading the 
Hodgson family tree and its photographs

4. Over many years, the Everson Family History 
book has been quite a reference book in need of a 
reprint. It has now been reprinted and is available to 
researchers.

5. We were fortunate to receive the incredible collection 
of papers and photographs left by late historian and 
researcher Mrs Dulcie Bowden of Kempsey. She 
was granted permission to copy the issues of the 
Macleay Argus at the Argus office but not with a 
photocopier or a scanner, she reliably transcribed 
them with pencil and paper. What a remarkable 
person she was.

6. We also put out another pictorial calendar this time 
with a 1918 theme. These calendars are eagerly 
awaited as Christmas gifts. Thanks Garry Munday 
for your efforts year after year to get these calendars 
researched, compiled and printed.

7. Val Miles keeps us before the public each week with 
photographs reproduced in the Macleay Argus. Val 
has been tireless in this regard for countless years 
and we appreciate her dedication. 

8. Debbie has become quite an authority on local land 

numerous emails which are also attended to by the 
sections involved.

We posted 471 items in 2017, including the mailing of 
journals each quarter.

Ten meetings were held during 2017. In December we 
held our Christmas get together at the Museum with a 
morning tea extravaganza attended by volunteers and 
members.

In 2017, we had 99 members and three Life Members 
– Effie Curnoe, Ruth Woodward and Judith Waters.  
We were saddened to lose a much valued Life Member 
early in 2017 when Moira Hodgson passed away.  

Ruth Woodward
Hon Secretary
20 March 2018

is done can narrow down the research still needed 
by those requesting it. Overall the research section 
provides a valued service and I take this opportunity to 
thank all involved as it is a team effort. The knowledge 
of all at MRHS is exceptional, particularly for the local 
and regional areas. May we keep up the good work and 
honour our past.

Dianne Nolan
11 March 2018   
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transactions and she has taken on a massive job but 
is really enjoying tracing the parcels of land through 
each sale and purchase. Of course her first love is 
the Angus McNeil Collection of glass negatives 
which she has been preparing for cataloguing since 
2001, hopefully she will be there for the last one 
which should be in 2018. We will pass the 30,000 
mark next year.

9. We have been able to have a number of our soldiers 
of all wars identified by members of the public and/
or the families of servicemen which is encouraging. 
As the years roll on it seems more unlikely that we 
will find names for those brave men, but so far we 
still get one or two identified every now and then. 
Paul Plummer is keen to assist us and we look 
forward to getting more names on photographs as 
they are identified with his 

10. Yvonne Bliss sent us a collection of her family’s 
photographs shortly before she passed away so 
she was thinking of us even then. Moira Hodgson 
passed away on 17th April which cast a cloud on 
the members who remembered her and her amazing 
skills with textiles - and people. She had that knack 
of making everyone feel special in their own way 
and the museum was always filled with fun and 
laughter when she was around. As busy as she 
always was, she was never so busy that she couldn’t 
stop for a ‘cuppa’. She said she did her ‘best deals’ 
over a cuppa and many a volunteer ‘signed up’ 
on the spot. And they stayed for years. Marion. 
Rudkin too left us with special memories of her 
time at the museum. Some of the older members 
attended a lovely afternoon tea at Marion’s beloved 
“Benbullen” at Collombatti. Bruce Thurgood retired 
from the museum and Peter and Jan Lovedee moved 
on last August and are now living at Hamilton, 
Victoria, and loving their new surroundings. Peter 
rang recently to check we were all still here keeping 
the flag flying every Friday.

11. We commemorated the 100th Anniversary of 
the Battle of Beersheba on 31st October. What a 
fantastic story of bravery and courage by Australian 
Lighthorsemen, some not much more than kids 
and we had photographs from the David Rowe 
Collection and the Vicki Barnett Collection both 
of which include photographs taken by those two 
Lower Macleay boys who were there in the sands of 
Beersheba at the time.

12. Probably the biggest event of the decade was the 
Centenary of the coming of Rail in Kempsey over 
25th-27th November. Garry Munday and Debbie 
Reynolds were part of the committee that went into 
action to help make it the success it was.
The anniversary was commemorated at the Railway 
Station over the three days commencing with a 
luncheon at the RSL on the Saturday with Mrs Joan 
Dooley, daughter of Mr Laurie Riggs who ran the 
Railway Refreshment Rooms in the late 1930’s and 

Presidents Report
We welcome another new volunteer – Geoff to the front 
desk and Research Records. Please welcome Geoff and 
the other new volunteers and encourage them if you see 
them. As usual, we will always need more volunteers.

I participated in the SES Flood Hypothetical workshop 
at Smithtown Bowling Club On Saturday 4 March with 
assistance from Dianne. We had a display featuring 
film and newspaper reports of the 1949 flood, a 1963 
flood pictorial and other items including an album of 
Macleay Argus photos of the 2001 flood. Gladstone 
SES kindly loaned us an album of photographs of the 
1949 and 1950 floods. We are also invited to participate 
in the unveiling of the new 1949 flood marker in the 
Kempsey Mall planned for May/June. We met our new 
Council GM, Craig Milburn, who I hope was impressed 
with our presence and display.
 
I have written up a suggested policy for Life 
Membership of MRHS and submitted it to our April 
meeting for comments and approval.  We have received 
a couple of nominations for Life Membership and it 
would be good to make an award this year if everyone 
is in agreement.

Noeline has had approval from Billie’s daughters to hold 
an annual Billie Crawford Memorial Lecture and the 
inaugural one is planned for our Heritage Week event 
on Thursday 24th May at 12.30 pm. The Slim Dusty 

1940’s, as guest speaker; a Market Day with stalls 
and displays and a memorable trip on the “Tin Hare” 
on the Sunday and, on the Monday morning, the 
official part of the celebration took place involving 
official guests, local school captains and choirs, 
and a fly-over of light aircraft. A Centenary plaque 
attached to the station building was unveiled by the 
Hon Melinda Pavey, M.P. and a Centenary Cake 
was cut by long-time railwayman Mr Fred Abel, of 
South Kempsey.
Thanks Debbie and Garry for your efforts, they 
were much appreciated.

At the close of the year, there were 60,943 photographs 
catalogued into the museum’s records, of these 29,160 
were from the Angus McNeil collection.
Lastly we would like to express our appreciation to all 
those desk attendants and researchers who spend time 
with people dropping off information and calling in to 
identify photographs for us. They can’t always come on 
a Friday and we have to rely on whoever is on duty to 
make them welcome and to connect their information 
with the right photographs. Thank you, your efforts are 
worthwhile and don’t go unnoticed.
We look forward to another productive year in 2018.

Judy Waters
30th December 2017
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New Additions to our Library

Museum Report
Val has suggested a doll display to highlight our 
growing collections. Some repairs are being made and 
clothing prepared and washed. Colin is cataloguing and 
researching the collection. 

I had a meeting with Julia from the Slim Dusty Centre 
about future joint exhibitions there and we have come 
up with some more ideas for 2018.

The Museums & Galleries NSW Volunteer Placement 
Programme for 2018 opened and we have nominated 
Ken Brown as a candidate. Ken has been with us since 
2012 and took over the Curator role after Russell left.  
He has applied for placement at the Australian Museum 
to learn conservation and care of artefacts.

Our Collections department now consists of Ken as 
Curator, Paul as Curator - Military History and Colin 
as Collections Database manager.    

The theme for our 2019 Calendar will be Migration 
Heritage. Tom is sourcing photographs and assisting 
Garry with research. As the 2018 National Heritage 
Festival begins this week, we will be opening our 
Migration Heritage Exhibition which is in keeping 
with the My Culture, My Story theme. We will be 
celebrating the diversity of cultures that have shaped 
our shared heritage.

The children’s Fun Day on Monday 16 April was a 
success although numbers were not as high as previous 
days. Thanks to Lee and her workers for their untiring 
efforts. 

Phil Lee
8 May 2018

Research requests continue to be received and there are 
an increasing number of email requests being received 
and responded to. Research requests for the past three 
months up until May have been as follows:
Families: Mary Anderson at Kempsey hotels; Perrin 
Family, Couch family, Rudder family, James Henry 
“Damper” Smith, Palmer, John Mosely, Graham, Weir, 
Kyle, 

Locations: 20 Forth Street, 2 Colin Tait Avenue, 
Perrett’s Bridge (Jerseyville), street renaming near 
Pavans Access Stuarts Point for Kempsey Shire 
Council, Burnt Bridge.
Topics: John O’Neill Sports, Roll of Honour from 
Kinchela Hall, Frederickton Hotel, tornado (4 March 
1968).

Dianne Nolan
8 May 2018

Barnard, Edwin 2018 Spinning Tops and Gumdrops: A 
Portrait of Colonial Childhood

Bell, Katherine M 2017 Life in the Lower Manning 
Valley

Bellinger Valley Historical Society 2012 (Reprint) 
Pioneering in the Bellinger Valley

Boyd, Robin 1978 Australia’s Home

Connah, Graham 1988 Of the Hut I Builded: The 
Archaeology of Australia’s History

Day, David 2015 Paul Keating: The Biography

Dunne, David 2001 Precious Memories: A 
Photographic History of the Nambucca Shire

Garland, Maurice 2012 The Trials of Isabella Mary 
Kelly

Geeves, Philip 1981 Philip Geeves’ Sydney

Hanly, Trish 2018 Port Macquarie-Hastings Cemetery 
Trail

Irving, Robert 1985 The History & Design of the 
Australian House

Pegum, Michael and Sheila 2010 Crossing the Bar: A 
History of the Urunga Pilot Station

Reece, Ian C 2006 Harold’s Diary

Centre has agreed to host it and Dr Julie McIntyre from 
Newcastle University will talk on migration heritage.  

We were privileged to have a visit to our Museum 
recently by long-term member Les Sullivan and his two 
sons William Macleay Sullivan and John Sullivan on 
Friday. Les had written a number of interesting articles 
for our Newsletter over the years and looks well. 

We have done a mailout to the various nursing homes 
introducing Dianne MacDonald and her oral history 
project. Dianne has drawn up a Procedures Manual.

My talk on Angus McNeil to the Port Macquarie 
& District Family History Society went off well on 
Saturday 14 April, we had a lot interest in our collection.  
I presented about eighty slides.

Phil Lee
16 April 2018

Research Report


